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Postal workers call for end to delivery after dark 

Postal workers and their allies will observe a national day of mourning within the US Postal 
Service this Monday. Employees will wear black armbands, observe a moment of silence, and 
lower flags to half staff on the day after his funeral, to call attention to the killing of Tyson 
Jerome Barnette, a 26 year old Washington DC area, City Carrier Assistant, who died while 
delivering mail in the dark on November 23rd.  

“Postal workers and our communities are angered and outraged at this senseless, unnecessary 
death,” declared Jamie Partridge, spokesperson for Communities and Postal Workers United 
(CPWU), a national network of activists fighting to save the postal service.  The next delivery 
day after the attack on Barnette, every letter carrier in the DC area was again delivering after 
dark. 

 “We call on USPS management to end delivery after dark, to fully staff letter carrier and clerk 
positions to allow early start and end times for letter carriers, to adjust overburdened routes to 
eight hours, and restore mail processing capacity,” said Partridge. 

This tragedy was set up by the "consolidation" of mail processing and understaffing in the 
clerk craft, which has forced carrier start times later in the day, according to CPWU.  Activists 
also claim the killing was set up by flawed implementation of automation, which has 
lengthened routes beyond eight hours.  

The African American community is particularly hard hit by the fortunes of the postal service, 
which has a 21% Black workforce.   As well-paid career clerk, mail handler, and city carrier 
jobs are being eliminated, low-paid temp jobs are being created.  Barnette, a young Black man, 
who had worked for years as a “temp” with no benefits, had just suffered a 25% pay cut, was 
being forced to work in the dark on an unfamiliar route. 

CPWU is calling on members of Congress to follow the example of Representative Eleanor 
Holmes Norton of Washington DC, who wrote the Postmaster General, demanding a 
justification for the increase in after dark delivery.  Partridge urged Senators and 
Representatives to demand face-to-face meetings with PMG Patrick Donahoe, calling for an 
end to delivery after dark.  “Enough!  Not one more death due to postal mismanagement!”  

http://www.wusa9.com/news/article/283970/158/US-Postal-Service-worker-killed-in-Md 

http://www.news.ruralinfo.net/2013/11/the-dark-side-of-mail-delivery.html 

http://postalnews.com/postalnewsblog/2013/11/27/dc-congresswoman-norton-seeks-answers-from-pmg-on-letter-carriers-murder/ 

Contact: Jamie Partridge, www.cpwunited.com, 503-752-5112 


